
          

                  
 
 
 
 

Newsletter 86   BIG Little Science Centre    May 2007 
 

 
 

'pH-D?'  Doug Perry of Bert Edwards Elementary School tests a variety of solutions for pH  
as he completes a new experiment for Grade 7 students visiting the BIG Little Science Centre.   
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This Newsletter is a  
publication of the 

 
BIG Little Science Centre Society 

Box 882 Station Main 
Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

 
 Location 

Bert Edwards Elementary School, 
711 Windsor Avenue, Kamloops, 

BC V2B 2B7 
 

Executive Director 
Gord Stewart 

Phone (250) 554 2572 
or (250) 554 BLSC 

E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 
 

Website 
www.biglittlesciencecentre.org 

 
Newsletter Editor 
Gordon R. Gore 

Home: 962 Sycamore Drive 
Kamloops, BC V2B 6S2 
Phone: (250) 579 5722 

Fax: (250) 579 2302 
E-mail: grgore@telus.net 

 
Over 33,400 visitors have  

enjoyed the  
BIG Little Science Centre! 

 
 

More Thanks Due 
Since the last Newsletter, a generous donation was received from: 

Helen Dunn  N’Kwala School (Douglas Lake) 
 

 
 

 

 
Welcome to the 

BIG Little Science Centre 
 

Say “Hi!” to our first 
summer student employee, 

 

Jessie Simpson 



3 

Science Camp on May 7 Professional Development Day 
 

                   
 
 

 

BIG Little Science Centre 
 

SUMMER  
SCIENCE CAMPS 

 

Mornings: Ages 6 to 9 (tentative) 
Afternoons: Ages 10 to 12+ (tentative) 

 
These camps will be of 5-day duration 
Mornings 9-11:30. Afternoons 1-3:30 

 
Dates 

 
July 16th – 20th 2007 

August 13th – 17th 2007 
 

Watch for further details in this Newsletter and in the Newspapers. 
Contact: 554-BLSC or Gord@blscs.org 

 

Topic: Attracted to Magnets 
 

Hey, kids and parents! The next Pro-D day 
science camp will be from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm on 
Monday May 7, at the BIG Little Science 
Centre, located in Bert Edwards Elementary. 
The day will feature magnets, magnets and more 
magnets! Campers will investigate neat things to 
do with magnets, make a battery and a compass, 
and make and take home a motor and an 
electromagnet.  
 For more information and to register, 
phone Gord Stewart at 554-2572 or E-Mail 
Gord@blscs.org. Registration is limited to 24 
campers. 
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Magnetism 
 

Experiment 3 Magnetic Poles 
 

Introduction 
 
Examine a compass. One end of the compass needle has a north-seeking pole, or simply north pole. The other 
end has a south-seeking pole, or south pole. The north end of the compass needle points in the general 
direction of the north end of planet Earth. The earth is like a giant magnet. It has its own magnetic north pole 
and its own magnetic south pole. 
 

 The earth’s magnetic north pole is not in the same place as the geographic (‘true’) North Pole, which 
is the north end of the axis about which Earth rotates. The magnetic north pole shifts position over time, and is 
hundreds of kilometers away from the geographic North Pole. The magnetic south pole is about the same 
distance away from the geographic South Pole.) 

 
 Remember that a compass points to the magnetic north pole, not to the ‘true’ North Pole. Navigators 

who use compasses to figure out their location have to know about the difference between magnetic north and 
true north! 

           
  
                          Figure 1 
What to Do 
 
1. Use a pocket compass to find out where magnetic north is relative to your classroom. 
 
2. Bring your compass near any object you think might contain iron. Note how it reacts. 
 
3. Bring your compass near a large iron spike. Move it around various parts of the spike. Is the spike magnetic? 

Does the spike have definite north and south poles? How can you tell? 
 
4. Place a bar magnet flat on your desk. Slide a compass around the magnet, and watch how the needle reacts. 

Make a sketch like Figure 1, and draw which way the needle points when the compass is placed at each of 
the nine spots on the diagram. 

 
 

You Need 
 
1 pocket compass 
1 bar magnet 
1 iron spike 
1 piece of lodestone (magnetite) 
1 long steel needle or finishing nail 
1 ice cream bucket or tote tray 
1 plastic drinking cup 
1 pair of scissors 
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                              Figure 2 
 

         
 
 
                   Figure 3 
 
Questions 
 
1. Why can a compass sometimes be used to find out where the ‘studs’ are in a wall that has been plastered? 
 
2. If you were standing right over the magnetic north pole, which way would your compass needle want to 

point? 
 
3. The north pole of a compass is attracted to the magnetic north pole of the earth. What is strange about this? 
 
4. (a)  Was the iron spike magnetic? 
 
 (b)  Did the iron spike have a definite north pole and a definite south pole? 
 
5. How can you tell where the north pole and the south pole of a magnet are, using a compass? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5. Test a piece of lodestone (magnetite) to 

see if it has north and south magnetic 
poles. See Figure 2. (Magnetite is an 
iron ore. It was probably the first 
magnetic material ever discovered.) 

 

Challenge! 
 
Make your own compass! Stroke a long 
finishing nail or a large sewing needle 
several times with one pole of a strong 
magnet. Make a ‘raft’ from the base of 
a plastic cup, and poke the finishing 
nail or needle through the ‘raft’, as in 
Figure 3. Set the raft on top of a 
container of water, so that it can float 
freely on the surface of the water. 
Which way does the nail or needle 
point after the raft settles down? 
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Action at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

 
 

   

The BIG Little Science Centre has 
introduced a new ‘hands-on’ chemistry 
module for Grade 7 visitors.  
 
Students in Mr. Wielgoz’s class were 
the first to test the activity. They 
seemed to enjoy this one-hour 
chemistry activity. 
 
Top: Erin Marchio and Heidi 
Esslinger of Bert Edwards 
Elementary School test the ‘pH’ of a 
variety of solutions. 
 
Left: Bobby  Kashuba presents his 
findings. 
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Danny Forbes of Logan Lake Elementary experiences a BIG Little Science Centre Hair Styling. 
 

 
 

Ryan Westfall of Logan Lake Elementary School experiments with the Electric Circuit Boards at the  
BIG Little Science Centre. Ryan injured his arm snowboarding, but he remains cheerful as ever. 
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John Tod students challenge the Repelling Neodymium Magnets 
 

 
 

Kelsey Evans overcomes the repelling force of two neodymium magnets. 
 

 
 

Jordan Dent also manages to make the two ‘like’ magnetic poles meet.  
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Julia Wells, a parent at Aberdeen Elementary School, enjoys (?) her  
new hairstyle, courtesy of the BIG Little Science Centre. 
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Thank you, Sharon Cooley! 
Gordon R. Gore, President 

 
On behalf of the BIG Little Science Centre, I would like to offer sincere thanks to Sharon Cooley, highly 
respected Principal of Bert Edwards Elementary School, for her wholehearted support of the Centre the past 
school year. It was a major task moving the Centre from David Thompson Elementary School to Bert Edwards. 
When we needed help or advice, Sharon was always there. Sharon also spent many months laying the 
groundwork for making Bert Edwards Elementary the first Science School in British Columbia.  
 Sharon Cooley is one of those prized administrators who get people working ‘with’ them rather than 
‘for’ them. Unfortunately, Sharon will not be continuing at Bert Edwards Elementary School next year, but 
some other school in School District 73 will benefit from her passionate, caring, competent leadership. We wish 
Sharon well wherever she is next school year. It has been a pleasure working with Sharon as school principal. 
We shall continue to benefit from her enthusiasm for science, because Sharon is Secretary of the BIG Little 
Science Centre Society. 

 


